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URBAN 


DISTRICT  OF  WOLVERTON 


Council  Offices , 

Market  Square, 

Stony  Stratford, 
Wolverton,  Bucks., 

l8th  May,  1966. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1965» 

As  I  have  been  your  Medical  Officer  for  the  final  quarter 
of  the  year  only,  most  of  the  work  recorded  herein  was  administered 
by  my  predecessor,  Dr ,  Do  K.  Waldron.  For  this  report,  therefore, 
I  am  following  the  general  arrangement  laid  down  by  him. 

Vital  Statistics 


The  birth  rate  continues  to  rise,  though  the  number  of 
illegitimate  babies  born  has  fallen  from  l8  (1964)  to  11. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  fell  to  a  record 
low  (19)  in  1965  and  reflects  a  continued  improvement  in  the  variety 
of  services  and  skills  devoted  to  expectant  mothers  and  their  familie 
A  rate  of  4,2  for  Wolverton  must  be  regarded  as  a  great  achievement 
for  the  mothers,  doctors  and  nurses  in  the  area,  but  of  course,  with 
the  relatively  small  numbers  involved  (240  births,  1  death)  too  much 
emphasis  must  not  be  placed  on  figures  for  a  single  year.  Never¬ 
theless  the  result  is  one  to  be  pleased  with.  There  was,  again, 
no  maternal  death. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  scale,  the  death  rate  is  lower  than 
the  national  average.  The  main  causes  of  death  are  now  becoming 
well  defined  and  point  to  the  areas  where  future  preventive  measures 
must  be  found.  These  are  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation,  and 
various  forms  of  cancer.  Happily  no  death  from  pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis  occurred,  and  the  infectious  diseases  generally  are 
becoming  well  controlled  (though  the  risk  of  importation  of  many 
diseases  must  not  be  ignored). 

Food  Hygiene 

With  the  rapidly  accelerating  trend  towards  pre-packed 
foodstuffs ,  and  the  tendency  to  longer  storage  of  certain 
commodities  extra  vigilance  by  the  public  is  becoming  necessary. 
Health  Inspectors  are  only  too  well  aware  of  the  dangers  from 
improper  treatment  and  storage,  but  it  is  impossible  for  inspections 
to  be  made  on  all  food  premises  frequently  enough.  The  next  stage 
in  health  education  will  be  to  offer  demonstrations,  talks  and 
courses  on  food  hygiene  to  people  concerned  in  food  retailing. 
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Your  Health  Inspector  and  I  hope  employers  will  recognise 
the  benefits  of  a  hygiene  conscious  staff  and  will  enable  their. 
to  attend  these  courses.  As  far  as  the  general  public  is 
concerned,  I  would  appeal  to  each  individual  to  patronize  only 
those  shops  where  unwrapped  food  (especially  meat  products  and 
pasties)  are  handled  with  tongs  or  tissue  paper,. 

I  do  not  want  to  paint  all  retailers  as  the  villains 
in  this  matter,  especially  in  view  of  the  amount  of  mis¬ 
handling  of  food  that  occurs  in  many  households.  I  am 
planning  to  tackle  this  problem  of  educating  the  consumer 
where  this  is  necessary  concurrently  with  the  courses  to  the 
retailer „ 

A  great  deal  of  minor,  and  sometimes  major  illness  is 
caused  through  mishandling  food.  nUpset  tummies”  can 
sometimes  prove  dangerous.  The  majority  of  this  illness  is 
never  reported  in  the  statistics  on  food  poisoning. 

Staff 


Your  present  Medical  Officer  took  office  on  the  31st 
August,  1965,  after  Dr o  Waldron’s  retirement  on  August  15th„ 
Dr.  Laslett  resigned  in  June  and  his  successor,  Dr  <,  Hutchby, 
was  appointed  on  the  25th  October. 

I  must  thank  your  Council ,  and  Public  Health  Committee 
for  the  interest  shown  in  Public  Health  work.  It  is 
refreshing  to  be  associated  with  a  body  accepting  this 
responsibility  with  such  spirit «  In  particular,  I  am 
fortunate  in  working  with  Mr.  Tucker,  whose  awareness  of 
the  variety  of  health  problems  is  stimulating  and  helpful. 

I  am , 

Your  obedient  servant , 

P.  LA VIS 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


for  the  year 


1965 


1964 


Area  (in  acres) 

•  0 

•  00  © 

0  0  0 

OOO 

4,699 

4,699 

Population 

0  0 

a  000 

•  ©  © 

OOO 

13,150 

13 ,040 

Number  of  Inhabited 

houses  .  „  . 

000 

OOO 

4,804 

4,700 

Rateable  Value  ( 1st 

April )  .00 

0  0  9 

...  £402,844 

£389 , 460 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate  . . . 

9  9  0 

OOO 

1,728 

1,600 

Rate  per  £1 

•  0 

0  0  0  0 

0  0  9 

OOO 

11/4 

10/4 

BIRTHS 

Legitimate  (Live): 

Males 

OOO 

OOO 

131 

99 

F emales . 0  « 

OOO 

OOO 

98 

98 

Illegitimate  (Live): 

Males 

9  0  0 

OOO 

4 

12 

F emales  .  .  <> 

9  0  0 

OOO 

7 

6 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

Population 

(adjusted) 

2108 

19.6 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

Population , 

Bucks 

County 

0  • 

0  000 

OOO 

OOO 

19.6 

20. 1 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

Population , 

England 

and  Wales 

0  0 

0  000 

OOO 

OOO 

180 1 

18.4 

Still  Births 

0  0 

0  000 

OOO 

OOO 

3 

3 

DEATHS 

Males 

0  e 

0  0  a  0 

OOO 

OOO 

72 

78 

F  emales 

0  0 

0  •  0  a 

OOO 

OOO 

70 

75 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

Population 

(adjusted) 

9.9 

10.0 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

Population , 

Bucks 

County 

0  © 

0  0  0  e 

OOO 

000 

8  0  9 

8.7 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

Population , 

England 

and  Wales 

•  0 

•  0  9  O 

OOO 

OOO 

11.5 

11.3 

Maternal  Mortality 

0  0 

•  POO 

OOO 

oeo 

Nil 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality, 

Bucks  County 

OOO 

OOO 

0  0  28 

0.37 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 

(Deaths  of  Infants  under 

1  year 

per  1 , 

000 

live  births) 
Wolverton 

0  0 

0  000 

OOO 

OOO 

4.2 

18.6 

Bucks  County 

0  • 

9  0  9  0 

OOO 

OOO 

14.9 

16.7 

England  and  Wales 

0  • 

0  000 

OOO 

OOO 

19.0 

20.0 

f 

-  -  -  -  - 

Males 

Females 

i 

Total 

Legit 

Illegit 

Total 

Legit  Illegit 

1 

Live  Births 

135 

131 

4 

103 

98  7 

Still  Births 

1 

1 

mm 

•1  2 

2 

^  i 

Deaths  of  Infants 

i  ! 

! 

» 

1 

Under  1  year  of  age 

- 

- 

- 

1!  1 

1 

Under  4  weeks  of  age 

- 

- 

1 

1  1 

Under  1  week  of  age 

- 

1 

1  1  _ 

1 
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PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF 

1965 

1964 

DEATH 

M 

F 

T 

M 

F 

T 

Tuberculosis  (non-respiratory ) 

ooo 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer : 

17 

13 

30 

S  C  O  m  O  1  o  o  o  ooo  ooo 

ooo 

1 

2 

3 

Lung ,  Bronchus  «  »  0  c  o . 

ooo 

3 

1 

4 

Bit  0ss  t  ooo  ooo  ooo 

ooo 

0 

3 

3 

U  t  G  X  IX  S  ooo  ooo  ooo 

ooo 

0 

1 

1 

OtllGJr  ooo  ooo  ooo 

ooo 

11 

11 

22 

0  1  ab  G  *t  0  S  OOO  OOO  ooo 

ooo 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

S  y  S  "t  601  OOO  OOO  OOO 

ooo 

7 

lb 

25 

10 

16 

26 

Heart  Diseases  „  «,  «  o  <,  <. 

ooo 

23 

20 

43 

28 

26 

54 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

ooo 

6 

2 

3 

4 

2 

6 

Pneumonia  »  <>  o  »  «  *  o  » . 

ooo 

4 

2 

6 

6 

7 

13 

Bronchitis  *  „  „  .  „  <,  .  «,  „ 

ooo 

4 

0 

4 

3 

0 

3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

ooo 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital  Malformations. . . 

ooo 

0 

1 

l 

1 

0 

1 

Other  Diseases  „ „ »  „ 0  « 

ooo 

2 

5 

7 

7 

8 

15 

Accidents : 

Motor  vehicle  »  <,  o  .  »  . 

OOO 

3 

0 

3) 

0 

0  JL~1  6  3T  OOO  OOO  OOO 

ooo 

1 

0 

1) 

1 

cL 

5 

S  11  1  C  1  cl  6  ooo  OOO  OOO 

ooo 

2 

2 

4 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

72 

70 

142 

78 

75 

153 
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SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


1 o  Laboratory  Services 

The  bacteriological  work  of  the  District  has  been  carried 
out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Northampton-  Samples 
for  chemical  analysis  are  sent  to  London- 

2  -  Ambulance  Services 

The  County  Council,  who  administer  this  service,  have  now 
established  a  main  station  at  Bletchley  with  sub-stations  at 
Buckingham,  Wolverton  and  Newport  Pagnell.  All  are  radio 
controlled- 

3 .  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics 

Clinics  are  held  twice  monthly  in  New  BradwelX  and  Stony 
Stratford  and  three  times  monthly  at  Wolverton-  These  clinics 
are  attended  by  nurses,  health  visitors  and  a  doctor,  and 
immunizations  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Poliomyelitis 
and  Tetanus  were  carried  out  in  addition  to  routine  inspections. 
The  total  number  of  attendances  by  children  was  3 >5^5° 

4.  Chest  Clinic 


The  Meacham  Clinic  is  undertaken  by  Dr-  Beroingham ,  County 
Chest  Physician  and  sessions  are  held  twice  weekly-  This  plays 
a  valuable  part  in  helping  to  reduce  Tuberculosis-  A  mobile 
radiological  unit  also  visits  the  area  regularly  for  chest 
x-rays  - 

5 •  Physiotherapy  Clinic 

Administered  by  Northampton  General  Hospital  this  clinic 
functions  daily  at  Wolverton  Road,  Stony  Strafford. 

6  -  Wolverton  Diagnostic  Clinic 

This  clinic ,  administered  by  the  Northampton  General  Hospital , 
is  situated  at  the  Meacham  Clinic  and  is  attended  at  various  times 
during  the  week  by  specialists  from  Northampton. 

7  -  Dental  Clinic ,  Wolverton 


Sessions  are  held  regularly  by  the  County  Dental  Officers, 
treatment  being  available  to  children  and  expectant  mothers. 
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8  o 


Health  Visitors ,  District  Nursing 


A  service  is  provided  by  the  local  Health  Authority 
and  staff  can  be  located  at  Stony  Stratford,  Wolverton 
and  New  Bradwell- 

9  o  Home  Help  Service 

This  service,  administered  by  the  County  Council, 
now  has  three  full  time  organisers  in  the  North  Bucks 
area,  one  of  whom  is  centred  in  Wolverton.  During  the 
year  221  cases  were  assisted. 

10.  Hospital  Services 


The  majority  of  cases  are  sent  to  the  Northampton 
Group  of  Hospitals ,  but  some  are  also  admitted  to  the 
Aylesbury  and  Oxford  Groups. 
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SECTION  C 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES 


1.  General 


A  measles  epidemic ,  building  up  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  was  the  only  notable  feature.  Measles  vaccination 
will  soon  become  a  practicable  proposition  and  one  hopes  that 
many  of  the  serious  complications  of  the  disease  might  be 
prevented  in  the  near  future. 

An  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  July  in  a 
neighbouring  district,  involving  at  least  l60  people.  One 
of  these  lived  in  this  area,  and  she  had  ample  opportunities 
to  spread  this  infection  further.  As  a  result  of  her 
cleanliness  and  care,  and  the  extensive  work  by  your  Public 
Health  Inspector,  no  others  became  involved  in  the  area. 

2 .  Notifications 

1965  1964 

4  1 

147  40 

2 

1 

1  7 

1 
1 

1  1 

3 «  Tuberculosis 


Scarlet  Fever 
Measles 
Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Whooping  Cough 
Sonne  Dysentery 
Virus  Meningitis 
Gastro  Enteritis 
Salmonella  Infection 


Two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  with  one 
death . 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 


1 „  Unfit  Houses 

This  most  important  aspect  of  the  work  of  the  department 
has  continued  during  the  year„ 

Unfit  houses ,  and  in  this  context  I  refer  to  properties 
which  are  worn  out  and  are  not  repairable  at  reasonable  cost , 
still  present  a  problem,. 

Five  clearance  areas  have  been  represented,  embracing  a 
total  of  205  houses  and  the  total  number  of  persons  residing 
in  these  houses  is  60Qo  This  means  that  approximately  4„6% 
of  your  population  is  living  in  houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation „ 

94  unfit  houses  in  other  clearance  areas  have  been 
demolished  and  their  occupants  housed  in  the  East  Wolverton 
redevelopment  area  and  other  municipal  houses „ 

2  o  Improvement  Grants 

8l  applications  for  standard  improvement  grants  were 
receivedo  72  of  these  were  from  owner  occupiers  and  7  in 
respect  of  tenanted  dwellings,,  Cue  was  refused  and  the 
remaining  application  was  determined  at  a  later  period  than 
that  covered  by  this  report. 

The  amenities  provided  by  this  grant  aid  were  as 
f ollows : - 


76 

71 

79 


Fixed  bath  in  a  bathroom 


Wash  hand  basin 
Hot  water  supply 


Water  closet  accessible 

from  within  a  dwelling  --  63 

The  total  amount  paid  in  grants  was  £11,903° 

It  is  necessary  before  approving  the  making  of  a  grant  to 
certify  that  the  house  will  remain  fit  for  human  habitation 
for  15  years o  It  is  felt  that  the  payment  of  the  grant  is  an 
excellent  investment  in  environment al  health  when  it  is  set 
against  the  vast  capital  outlay  involved  in  the  clearance  of 
unfit  houses  and  their  replacement  by  municipal  dwellings , 
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SECTION  E 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 


1 o  Water 

The  Bucks  Water  Board  supply  and  distribute  water  in  the 
area.  Sampling  for  bacteriological  purity  is  regularly 
carried  out .  All  houses  in  the  district  have  a  supply  of 
mains  water* 

2 o  Public  Cleansing 

The  collection  of  house  refuse  is  run  on  a  satisfactory 
basis  o 

3 o  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  Council  is  aware  of  the  concern  felt  about  the 
absence  of  a  proper  sewage  disposal  system  in  the  Wealds 
of  Calverton. 

4 o  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  19&3 

The  statutory  report  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Ministry 
of  Labour.. 

5  o  Smoke  Abatement 


Observations  have  been  carried  out .  In  addition 
deposited  plans  have  shown  inadequate  chimney  heights  to 
new  ins tallations  and  these  have  been  rectified* 
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SECTION 


F 


FOOD  HYGIENE 


L  General 


The  Medical  Officer  lias;  referred  to  the  importance  of 
food  hygiene o  This  cannot  be  stressed  enough  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  appeal  to  the  general  public  will  not  go 
unheeded.  Diminishing  profits  are  the  most  cogent  indication 
of  faults  in  any  business  and  if,  as  is  suggested,  unclean 
shops  were  boycotted,  I  am  sure  that  the  necessary  corrective 
action  would  soon  be  taken.. 


Your  Health  Department  is 
food  trader  and  it  is  honed 


that 


always  willing  to  advise  any 
this  advice  will  be  sought „ 


stuff  « 


The  importance  of  the  voluntary  surrender  of  food  atux 
thought  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  is  indicated  by 
nature  and  volume  of  the  foodstuffs  detailed  in  the  appended 


the 


list 


One 


large 


central  warehouse  in  the  area 


is  visited 

weekly  and  all  doubtful  foodstuffs  examined  and  if  necessary 
condemned.,  This  arrangement  works  must  satisfactorily. 

The  employees  co-operation  has  been  obtained  and  thus  the 


vigilant  control  of  foodstuffs 


strengthened 


2  „  Prosecutions 

Two  offences  of  placing  milk  in  dirty  containers  were 
prosecuted.  Fines  totalling  £30  were  imposed. 

3  °  Bacteriological  Sampling 

A  total  of  144  samples  of  food  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination,  of  which  40  were  reported  as 
showing  some  evidence  of  being  unsatisfactory » 


In  each  case  appropriate  action  was  taken  to  ensure 
that  any  danger  to  health  was  obviated. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Details  are  given  below  of  the  type  of  foods  voluntarily 
surrendered  for  destruction : - 


Apricots 

31 

tins 

Zipper  Fillets 

8 

pkts , 

Apricot  Jam 

2 

n 

Loganberries 

7 

tins 

Baked  Beans 

6 

I! 

Luncheon  Meat 

6 

11 

Beef  Loaf 

1 

tin 

Luncheon  Meat 

i 

lb  „ 

Beef  Steak 

3 

tins 

Macaroni 

2 

tins 

Boned  Chicken 

4 

n 

Margerine 

1 

lb  0 

Braised  Steak 

2 

it 

Oranges 

11 

fins 

Braised  Beef  Slices 

10 

pkts  0 

Oxtail  Soup 

2 

11 

Broad  Beans 

3 

fins 

Peaches 

108 

11 

Broad  Beans 

3 

pkt  s  0 

Peas 

26 

ti 

Butter 

±i 

lbs  0 

Peas 

37 

pkts  0 

Butter  Beans 

30 

tins 

Pears 

46 

tins 

Carrots 

5 

ti 

Pilchards 

11 

ti 

Cheeseburgers 

10 

pkt  s  <, 

Pineapple 

43 

11 

Caul i f lower 

5 

cases 

Plums 

32 

11 

Cherries 

5 

tins 

Plaice  Fillets 

6 

pkts  0 

Cherry  Pie  Filling 

8 

ti 

Pork  Chipolatas 

9 

it 

Chicken  (-4) 

7 

pkts  0 

Prunes 

8 

tins 

Chicken  (^) 

2 

n 

Puff  Pastry 

3 

pkt  s  0 

Chicken  (whole) 

7 

I! 

Potato  Chips 

8 

it 

Chicken  Soup 

1 

tin 

Raspberries 

2 

tins 

Cockerels 

4 

birds 

Rhubarb 

3 

11 

Cod  Fillets 

3 

pkts  0 

Rice  Pudding 

1 

tin 

Corned  Beef 

2 

tins 

Sago  Pudding 

3 

tins 

Chicken  Pie 

1 

pnt  0 

Salmon 

5 

n 

Cornish  Pasties 

4 

pkts » 

Sausages 

1  — 

1 2 

lbs  0 

Cream 

2 

tins 

Shoulder  of  Ham 

2 

tins 

Evaporated  Milk 

23 

11 

Sliced  Beans 

5 

it 

Fish  Cakes 

1 

pkt  0 

Steaklet s 

4 

pkts  0 

Fish  Fingers 

22 

pkt  s  0 

Spaghetti  Bolognese 

1 

tin 

Fruit  Cocktail 

l& 

M, 

tins 

Stewed  Steak 

1 

it 

Fruit  Salad 

21 

11 

Steak  &  Kidney  Pies 

4 

pkts  0 

Gammon 

2 

ti 

Steak  Cc  Kidney  Puddings 

1 

it 

Grapefruit 

10 

11 

Strawberries 

6 

tins 

Green  Beans 

11 

pkt  s  0 

Tomatoes 

118 

»i 

Haddock  Fillets 

7 

11 

Tomato  Soup 

1 

tin 

Ham 

22 

tins 

Vegetable  Soup 

1 

ti 

Irish  Stew 

2 

11 

Jellied  Veal 

11 

it 

13 


SECTION  G 


PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  - 


Premises 


Number 

on 

Register 


Inspection 


Number  of 
Written 
Notices 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted 


(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3>  4 
and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  6 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  which 
Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  44 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out - 
workers'  )pretaises)  2 


14 


:  3 


2 


TOTAL  52 


64 


2 


4 


6 


14 


Particulars 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Referred  Referred 
Found  Remedied  to  Ho  Mo  by  H.  M» 

Inspector  Inspector 


Number  of 
cases  in  whic 
prosec ut ions 
were 

instituted 


Want  of  cleanliness 
(Sol)  - 

Overcrowding  (S»2)  - 

Unr easonable 

temperature  (Sc3)  - 

Ventilation  that  is 

inadequate  (S„4)  1  1  -  1 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S06)  - 

Sanitary  Con¬ 
veniences  (S07) 

(a)  Insufficient  - 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  33“  1 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  - 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 

to  Outwork)  - 


TOTAL  4  4 


2 


15 


INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


DWELLINGHOUSES : 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 


©  o  o 


946 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS: 


Number  of  inspections  of  butchers’  shops 

M  n  M  n  slaughterhouses  „  <,  . 

M  M  ”  ,f  meat  distributors  ’  vehicles 

M  M  M  n  food  shops  <,  o  o  .00 


101 

6 

53 

481 


BAKE  HOUSES: 


Number  of  inspections 


000 


4l 


ICE  CREAM  RETAILERS 


Number  of  inspections 


133 


ICE  CREAM  MANUFACTURERS 


Number  of  inspections  «...  «<,»  0  0  «,  <,«<>  „  «  »  15 

FACTORIES  AND  WORK  SHOPS : 

Number  of  inspections  (including  visits  under  the 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act)  »oo  oo„  243 


PETROLEUM  ACTS  AND  ORDERS : 


Number  of  inspections  of  premises  licensed  to 

store  petroleum  «>«,<,  oo«  „0„  <,<>0  621 

CARAVANS  AND  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS: 

Number  of  inspections  of  caravans  and  sites  <,<,0  <,<=0  8 1 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES : 

Number  of  visits  of  enquiry  000  .00  „  <>  «,  l6 

SCHOOLS : 

Number  of  inspections  .00  00.  «,»<,  „  „  „  „  „  «>  o  38 


l6 


